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June 19 to September 21, 2007

200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose

Please join San Jose Vice Mayor David D. Cortese

at an Opening Reception for the photographer

Tuesday, June 19, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

City Council Lobby, 18th Floor

Ceremonial Item at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chambers

Please RSVP by June 14: 408.535.4969

Front: Western Edge, Orchard, San Jose, 2004. Chromogenic print, 30 x 38 inches

ON NOVEMBER 10, 2002, PHOTOGRA-

PHER ANGELA BUENNING FILO opened 

the newspaper to an article about a 

prune orchard in San Jose that was 

called “the last in Silicon Valley.”  She 

drove south on Highway 85 in search 

of it. Just past the Cottle Road exit, she 

spotted a skinny strip of trees alongside 

what had once been IBM’s 350-acre 

campus and spent a few hours photo-

graphing there. Over the next year, her 

thoughts kept returning to the trees. 

A walnut she had picked up in the 

orchard sat in her desk drawer, remind-

ing her of the feeling of standing in the 

tiny urban forest, cars streaming along 

the elevated freeway nearby and fl ocks 

of blackbirds swooping from one tree 

to the next. She decided to make an 

individual portrait of each of the 1,705 

trees in the orchard. With the land the 

trees stood on up for sale, each time 

she visited she was uncertain what 

she would fi nd. Three winters later, 

with the orchard land now slated for 

development, she photographed the 

fi nal tree...


